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BOOKS 
One author   
MLA Handbook section 5.5.2 
Author. Title. Edition statement if not the first edition. City of publication: Publisher, 
 

Publication year. Medium. 
 
Creech, Sharon. Love That Dog. New York: Harper Collins, 2001. Print. 
 
Two or three authors (more than three authors, add et al. after the first author)  
MLA Handbook section 5.5.4 
Author, Author, and Author. Title. Edition statement if not the first edition. City of publication: 
  

Publisher, Publication year. Medium. 
 
Millan, Cesar, and Melissa Jo Peltier.  A Member of the Family: Cesar Millan’s Guide to a Lifetime  

 
of Fulfillment with Your Dog. New York: Harmony, 2008. Print. 

 
Chapter in anthology  
MLA Handbook section 5.5.6 
Author. “Chapter Title.” Anthology Title. Ed. Editor. City of publication: Publisher, Publication  

 
Year. Pages. Medium.  Series Title if any. 

 
Francione, Gary. “Animals—Property or Persons?” Animal Rights: Current Debates and New  

 
Directions. Ed. Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2004. 108-142. Print. 

 
Reprinted chapter in anthology (Opposing Viewpoints, Current Controversies, etc.)  
MLA Handbook sections 5.5.6 and 5.5.15 
Author. “Chapter Title.” Anthology Title. Ed. Editor. City of publication: Publisher,  Publication Year.  
 

Pages. Medium. Series Title if any. Rpt. of original publication facts. 
 
Fisher, John. “British Fox-Hunting Should Be Preserved.” The Rights of Animals. Ed. Auriana  

 
Ojeda. San Diego: Greenhaven, 2004. 145-149. Print. Current Controversies. Rpt. Of “British Fox- 
 
Hunting, Past and Present.” Quadrant  Nov 2002: 35.  

MLA Citation Guide 
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SCHOLARLY JOURNALS 
Print version  
MLA Handbook section 5.4.2 
Author. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume .Issue (Publication year): page range. Medium.  
 
Knox, David, Karen Vail-Smith, and Marty Zusman. “Men Are Dogs: Is the Stereotype Justified?  

 
Data on the Cheating College Male.” College Student Journal 42.4 (2008): 1015-1022. Print. 

 
From online subscription database (EBSCO, JSTOR, etc.)  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.4 
Author. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume.Issue (Publication year): page range OR starting  

 
page + OR n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Database name. Medium. Date viewed. 

 
Knox, David, Karen Vail-Smith, and Marty Zusman. “Men Are Dogs: Is the Stereotype Justified?  

 
Data on the Cheating College Male.” College Student Journal 42.4 (2008): 1015-1022. Academic  
 
Search Premier. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 

 
Online but not from subscription database  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.3 
Author. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume.Issue OR Date of issue: page range OR starting  

 
page + OR n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Medium. Date viewed. 

 
Knox, David, Karen Vail-Smith, and Marty Zusman.  “Men Are Dogs: Is the Stereotype Justified?  

 
Data on the Cheating College Male.” College Student Journal Dec 2008: n. pag. Web. 28 Apr.  
 
2009. 

 

MAGAZINES 
Print  
MLA Handbook section  5.4.6 
Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Title Day Month. Year: page-page. Medium. 
 
Anderson, Kelli. “Top Dogs.” Sports Illustrated 4 Apr. 2009: 66. Print.  
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From online subscription database (EBSCO, JSTOR, etc.)  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.4 
Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Title Day Month. Year: page range OR starting page + OR  

 
n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Database name. Medium. Date viewed.  

 
Anderson, Kelli. “Top Dogs.” Sports Illustrated 4 Apr. 2009: 66. Academic Search Premier. Web.  

 
28 Apr. 2009.  

 
Online but not from subscription database  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.3 
Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Title Day Month. Year: page range OR starting page + OR  

 
n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Medium. Date viewed. 

 
Anderson, Kelli. “Top Dogs.” Sports Illustrated 20 Apr. 2009: n. pag. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 
 

NEWSPAPERS 
Print version  
MLA Handbook section 5.4.5 
Author. “Article Title.” Newspaper Title [City if necessary] Day Month. Year: page range OR starting  

 
page +. Medium.  

 
Browning, Tamara. “Pet Smart: Program Connects Kids, Dogs While Promoting Literacy.”  State Journal- 

 
Register [Springfield, IL] 26 Apr. 2009: B3+. Print. 
 

From online subscription database (America’s Newspapers, etc.)  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.4 
Author. “Article Title.” Newspaper Title [City if necessary] Day Month. Year: page range OR starting  
 

page + OR n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Database Name. Medium. Date viewed. 
 
Browning, Tamara. “Pet Smart: Program Connects Kids, Dogs While Promoting Literacy.” State Journal- 

 
Register [Springfield, IL] 26 Apr. 2009: n. pag. America’s Newspapers. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Heartland Community College Library 

Library@heartland.edu 
(309) 268-8292 

 

 
 
 
Online but not from subscription database  
MLA Handbook section 5.6.3 
Author. “Article Title.” Newspaper Title [City if necessary] Day Month. Year: page range OR starting  
 

page + OR n. pag. when no page numbers are available. Medium. Date viewed. 
 
Browning, Tamara. “Pet Smart: Program Connects Kids, Dogs While Promoting Literacy.”  State Journal- 

 
Register [Springfield, IL] 26 Apr. 2009: n. pag. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 

 

WEB SITES  
MLA Handbook section 5.6 
Web sites vary widely in the type of information they present and the way it is presented.  Use the 
examples above as models and when possible, include author, title of the work, title of the overall web 
site, publisher or sponsor of site (when different than title of the overall web site; use N.p. when none is 
given), date of publication (use n.d. when not available), medium (Web), and day month. year site was 
viewed. 
 
“Dog.” Wikipedia. n.d. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 
 
“Pet Care Tax Deduction.” Humane Society of the United States.  2009. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 
 
Clarepproduct. “Sleepy Puppy . . .Too Cute!” YouTube.  14 June 2008. Web. 28 Apr. 2009. 
 

MORE 
Video  
MLA Handbook section  5.7.3 
Title. Dir. Director. Distributor. Original year of release if relevant. Film. (If citing the contribution of a  
particular individual, begin with that person’s name.) 
 
Cyrus, Miley.  Bolt. Dir. Chris Williams and Byron Howard. Walt Disney. Film. 
 
Interview conducted by you  
MLA Handbook section 5.7.7 
Name of person interviewed. Type of interview. Day Month. Year. 
 
Millan, Cesar. Telephone interview. 28 Apr. 2009. 
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In-text Parenthetical Documentation Guidelines 

Whenever you use someone else’s words, numbers or ideas you must give credit.  Failure to do 
so could result in accusations of plagiarism, with potential penalties including course failure, 
suspension and even expulsion from the College.   
 
The goal of in-text documentation is to clearly and concisely direct the reader to the 
appropriate citation on the Works Cited page without interrupting the flow of the paper. There 
are a number of ways to format in-text documentations; the best is the one that meets these 
goals. 
 
The basic parenthetical documentation occurs at the end of the sentence but before the 
period, enclosed in parenthesizes, and includes the last name of the author (thus linking it to 
the full citation in the Works Cited) followed by the page number where the information can be 
found.  (A Works Cited for all examples is on the back.) 

 
Some researchers suggest dogs are born with the ability to communicate well with 
humans (Marzula 324).  

 
Alternatively, you can name the author in the sentence, leaving only the page number to be 
included: 
  
 According to Mary Carmichael’s article, all animals experience fear and many  

may also experience love (45). 
 
If you are quoting someone interviewed in a book or article, you do a quoted in 
documentation.  Notice that you must identify the speaker and the author of the article where 
the quote appears: 
 
 Jon Katz, author of many books on dogs, describes dogs as “scholars of the people they  

live with” (qtd. in Carmichael 46). 
 
If you are documenting a source that does not have an author, use the full or shortened title, 
but make sure the link to the Works Cited page is clear.  In the below example you would not 
want to shorten the title to Standard since the Works Cited page will list this source under N. 
  
 Well-trained dogs tend not to engage in destructive behavior (New 3). 
 
If the source you are documenting comes from a web site, a journal database, a movie, or other 
sources without page numbers, simply leave off the page number.  There is no need to indicate 
“no page”. 
 When playing, dogs exhale in a distinct way that some describe as a laugh (Milius).  
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Basic Formatting 
 

Top of the Works Cited page. MLA Handbook section 5.3 
 
 

 
 

Works Cited 
 

Carmichael, Mary. “Animal Emotions.” Newsweek  21 July 2003: 44-47. Print. 

Marzula, C. “Domestication Gave Canines Innate Insight Into Human Gestures.” Science  

News 23 Nov. 2002: 324. Academic Search Premier. Web. 28 Apr. 2009 

Milius, S.  “Don’t Look Now, But is That Dog Laughing?” Science News 28 July 2001: 55-60.   

Academic Search Premier. Web. 28 Apr. 2009 

New Standard Encyclopedia of Dog Behavior.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 2007. Print. 

 

 
Top of the first page of a research paper.  MLA Handbook section 4. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                 
Jill Wylie  
 
Professor Winters 
 
Communication 120 
 
5 May 2009 
 

Greyhound Rescue: Perpetuating a Vice? 
 
 Greyhound rescue groups facilitate the adoption of dogs who are retired from racing and thus  
 
save thousands of dogs every year from an almost certain death.  These volunteer groups are locally run  
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